5 Condors 
Shiver 
At Patuxent 
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Five Andean condors, flown j 
from Argentina’s summer cli- 
mate to frosty Washington 
this week, are someivhat im- 
happy with their new home 
at the Patuxent Wildlife Cen- 
ter. j 

Back in the Aiides, the 
fierce vultures peiched on 
high cliffs and swooped with! 
11-foot wings on air currents 
in search of food — alive or 
dead. But yesterday the birds 
stood glumly in the slush 
of their outdoor pen and 
shivered. 

Ctoe stretched his wings to 
their full span momentarily. 
Then, head bent and wings 
drooping to his side, he crept 
awkwardly along the ground 
to a hunk of fresh horseimeat 
in the corner of the pen. 

When the birds get really 
cold intrepid scientists don 
eye protectors, put their arms 
around the wings and carry; 
toe birds inside. Despite their 
impressive size the birds are 
mostly Wings and feathers. 
They weigh only 25 to 30 
pounds. 

The condors might feel a 
little better about it all if they 
knew that they were part of 
a mercy mission to save their 
close relatives, the slightly 
smaller Oalifotnia condors, 
from extinction. The bureau 
of Sport Fisheries and Wild- 
life’s last count showed only 
51 of toe OaHfomia birds in 
existence . . 

Part of the problem, as one 


Bureau spokesman put it, is 
that “there just isn’t much 
buffalo and elk lying down 
dead for them to eat” in the 
forests just north of posh Hol- 
lywood and Beverly HiUc 
where the con/dors bang out 

So while studies are made 
on the condor’s habitat and 
habits in California, the An- 
dean birds ape acting as stand- 
ins for more extensive and 
controlled tests at the Patux- 
ent Center. 

“The California condor is so 
rare that we| can’t afford to 
experiment ^^th it in captiv- 
ity. We want to make our 
mistakes on the more abund- 
ant species,” says Dr. Ray 
Erikson, who is directing the 
research. 

The scientists at Patuxent 
hope to gain information (in 
toe kind of food necessary for 
newly hatched condors, the 
size of their roosts and their 
nesting habits. 

Besides the food problem. 
Dr. Erikson says tihe condors’ 
plight may partly stem from 
the birds eating poisoned bait 
left for rodents, coyotes and 
bobcats who also inhabit the 
area. 

Some, Ihe adds have been 
kUled by hunters and target 
shooters in the area. He 
doesn’t loiow why anyone 
would want to shoot a condor. 
They are not What you would 
caU edible birds. But, he 
notes, “some people just shoot 
at any large target.” 

Whatever the reason for 
their (iecline. Dr. Erikson 
thinks it is imperative that 
they be saved. “If we lose one 
of these examples of natural 
phenomena,” he says, “we 
lose a link with toe past and 
it becomes that much more 
difficult to understand' our 
present environment and the 
development of living animals.” 



